Descriptions of two new genera of North American ICHNEUMONIDJE. 


BY E. T. CRESSON. 


GROTEA hoy. gen. 

Head subglobose; face prominent; eyes moderate, ovate, obtusely 
emarginate opposite the insertion of the antennas; ocelli plaeed in a 
triangle on the vertex; clypeus slightly transverse, broadly rounded 
at base, deeply impressed on the disk, rounded and recurved at tip; 
mandibles moderate, deeply bifid at tip; palpi filiform, rather slen¬ 
der; the throat, immediately behind the oral cavity, is narrowed on 
each side into an acute tooth. Antennse long and slender, slightly 
thickened at the tip, with about 46 joints; the basal joint robust, 
short and globose, obliquely truncate exteriorly and receiving the 
2nd and 3rd joints, which are minute; 4th joint long; 5th about half 
the length of the 4th; remaining joints gradually shorter, the terminal 
one pointed. Thorax long and narrow, much prolonged before the 
wings (Fig. 1, <c), rounded in front; pectus gra¬ 
dually pointed behind and extending to the tip of 
the tegulm; mesothorax oblong-ovate, depressed; 
pleura rather large, excavated beneath the wings; 
scutellum small, subquadrate, couvex; metathorax 
rather small, convex. Wings (Fig. 1, b) mode¬ 
rately long, narrow; stigma long and narrow, re¬ 
moved further towards the tip of the wing than usual; marginal cell 
elongate, sublanceolate, extending all the way to the apex of the wing, 
the lower nervure faintly curved towards the tip ; submarginal cell 
elongate,receiving the first recurrent nervure about the middle; areolet* 
removed nearer to the tip of the wing than usual, broad, 5-angular, the 
side ncrvures oblique, the second recurrent nervure almost straight, 
faintly sinuate in the middle, and received by the areolet a little beyond 


Fig. 1. 



* The areolet is too square in the figure; the lateral nervures should be more 
oblique, so as to make the posterior part broader, and the lower nervure should 
be slightly angular at the junction with the 2nd recurrent nervure which is 
nearer the tip of the areolet than is represented in the figure. 
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the middle. Leys simple, rather short and tolerably robust, the poste¬ 
rior pair the longest and stoutest; posterior coxae elongate, almost as 
long as the femora, which are short and somewhat thickened ; tibial 
spurs moderate; tarsi slender, claws very robust, curved and acute at 
tip, pulvuli large. Abdomen ( 9 . Fig. 1, c) petiolated, very long, 
slender, strongly arcuated beyond the basal segment which is one-third 
the length of the abdomen, slender, linear, recurved towards the tip, 
with a subobsolete tubercle on each side of the middle, tip slightly di¬ 
lated ; 2 nd and following segments gradually shorter and broader, the 
apex faintly subcompressed, truncate in the % ; beneath, the tip is slit 
longitudinally in the 9 , the ovipositor about as long as the 1 st segment 
of the abdomen. 

This singular genus may be easily recognized by the elongate, flat¬ 
tened thorax beiug unusually produced before the wings; the long and 
narrow wings, the situation of the stigma and areolet unusually near the 
tip of the wings, and the long, slender, arcuated abdomen, aud its long, 
cylindrical, recurved basal segment. 

It gives me pleasure to dedicate this interesting genus to my friend 
and fellow student, Mr. Augustus II. Grote, the distinguished American 
lepidopterist, by whose zealous endeavors the Collection of the Entomo¬ 
logical Society is being constantly increased. 

Grotea anguina, 11. sp. 

Female .—Head yellow, shining, the vertex and occiput, except the 
orbits, more or less ferruginous; antenum three-fourths the length of 
the body, fulvous, the three or four basal joints tinged with dusky 
above, at the apical third a small black annulus, covering three or four 
joints, beyond which the joints are bright yellow. Thorax smooth aud 
polished ; collar yellow, ferruginous at base, pectus and pleura yellow, 
and highly polished, the sutures blackish; on each side of the pleura a 
broad, longitudinal, ferruginous dash, the anterior halt of which is mar¬ 
gined above with black; mesothorax ferruginous, with two more or less 
distinct, longitudinal, central, yellowish lines, the lateral sutures black¬ 
ish; scutellum yellow, as well as the postscutellum; metathorax highly 
polished, smooth, ferruginous, a spot on each side at base and the extreme 
apex yellow, just before the middle a tolerably well-defined, trausverse, 
slightly sinuate cariua, meeting on each side a longitudinal Carina; 
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tegulm yellow. Wings hyaline, glossy, faintly iridescent; nervures aud 
stigma black. Legs yellow, polished; the posterior pair, except their 
coxa) at base beneath, and tips of their femora, fulvo-ferruginous, their 
tibiae and tarsi paler, the latter dusky at tips; the anterior femora are 
slightly tinged with ferruginous. Abdomen with the basal segment 
ferruginous and polished, blackish above at base, and tinged with yel¬ 
low on each side and at extreme tip; remaining segments subopaque, 
fuscous above, darker towards the tip, with a bluish iridescence, the 
apical margins of the segments pale, and the sides more or less yellow; 
beneath yellow, tinged with ferruginous; ovipositor longer than the first 
segment of the abdomen, dull rufous, the valves bright yellow, black 
at base and tip, more broadly so at base. Length 8 lines; expanse of 
wings 10 lines. 

Male .—Like the female, except that the antennae are without the 
black annulus on the apical third, and the abdomen is not so much 
tinged with yellowish laterally. 

Hah .—New Jersey, (Coll. Ent. Soc. Phil.) New York, (Coll. Mr. 
James Angus.) Four specimens. 

Mr. Angus has reared both % and 9 of this singular insect from a Rasp¬ 
berry stem, together with a small species of Crabro. 

LABENA, nov. gen. 

Head transverse; face rather prominent, quadrate; eyes large, slight¬ 
ly emarginate opposite the insertion of the antenna); ocelli placed in a 
triangle on the vertex; clypeus subtransverse, depressed, truncate and 
, subcarinate at base, rounded at tip; mandibles moderate and stout, 
acutely bifid at tip; palpi filiform, moderate. Antennre rather long and 
tolerably stout, with over 50 joints, the basal joint short and robust, 
obliquely truncate on the outside, receiving the 2nd and 8rd joints, the 
last of which is minute; 4th joint nearly as long as the three basal 
joints together; remaining joints gradually shorter, the incisures dis¬ 
tinct and prominent in % , indistinct in 9 • Thorax short and robust; 
mesothorax ovate, slightly convex; seutellum rather prominent, subor- 
bicular; metathorax moderate, convex, with distinct elevated lines. 
Wings long and ample, the neuration resembling that of Grotea, except 
that the discoidal cell is much shorter, the outer nervure or second re- 
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current uervure is angular in the middle, arid the areolet is rhomboidal. 
Legs simple, the two anterior pairs rather short, the posterior pair 
elongate, robust, their coxm unusually long, more robust in 9 , about 
equal in length with the femora, which are robust, the trochanters elon¬ 
gate 5 tibiae and tarsi slender; tarsal claws long and simple, curved and 
acute at tip, pulvuli small. Abdomen elongate, subpetiolated or slightly 
subsessile, gradually thickened towards the tip; basal segment longest, 
slightly dilated at tip with a tubercle, more or less distinct, on each side 
before the middle; 2 nd segment about one-fourth shorter than the 1 st, 
the remaining segments each shorter than the 2 nd, subequal; beneath, 
the tip is slit longitudinally in 9 ? the ovipositor as long as the abdo¬ 
men. 

This genus may be readily distinguished by the very elongate, sub- 
cylindrical posterior coxm; the elongate, clavate abdomen, and the 
neuration of the wings, which is very similar to that of Grotea. The 
9 is larger and much more robust than the % , with the abdomen more 
strongly clavate. 

Labena grallator, Say. 

Cryptus grallator Say, Bost. Journ. Nat. Hist. i. p. 236. 

Female. —Ferruginous, or fusco-fcrruginous; face rugose, occiput 
and cheeks, smooth and polished; orbits, and the margin in front and 
behind the ocelli, yellowish; the clypeus, mandibles, except tips, and 
the palpi, tinged with yellowish, a band across the vertex, covering the 
ocelli, and tips of the mandibles, black; antennae about two-thirds the 
length of the body, stout, fusco-ferruginous, sometimes blackish, orange- 
yellow from the 13th or 14th joint to the apical fourth, the basal joint 
beneath tinged with yellowish. Thorax shining, densely and closely 
punctured; sides of the collar, upper margin of the pectus, a line be¬ 
neath the fore-wings, a spot beneath the hind-wings, and two subobso- 
lete longitudinal lines on the mesothorax, yellowish; the sutures of the 
thorax black, that between the pleura and metathorax margined with 
yellow; scutellum minutely and closely punctured, yellow, (sometimes 
obscure) as well as the postscutellum and the space on each side; the 
excavation in front of the scutellum blackish; metathorax pubescent, 
finely and closely punctured, ferruginous, more or less stained with yel¬ 
low behind, the elevated lines sharply defined, forming a large, sub- 
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quadrate, 6-sided, central area; on each side, just above the insertion of 
the posterior coxm, a rather large, black tubercle; tegulm longitudinal, 
yellowish-ferruginous. Wings ample, dark fuscous, with a brilliant 
brassy gloss, and a more or less deep violet reflection ; beneath the 
stigma an oblique, subhyaline dash, sometimes extending, irregularly ? 
to the posterior angle of the wing, the base is sometimes subhyaline, 
and the large posterior basal cell of the hind-wing is entirely hyaline; 
nervures blackish, stigma ferruginous; areolet large, rhomboidal, pro¬ 
longed towards the base of the wing. Legs ferruginous, the posterior 
coxse, trochanters and femora, darker; the four anterior coxm varied 
yellowish; tips of all the femora, and the tibiae and tarsi, orange-yellow, 
the extreme tips of the latter dusky. Abdomen elongate, convex, cla- 
vate, shining, with a more or less distinct purple iridescence, and clothed, 
especially towards the tip, with a very short and fine yellowish-serice¬ 
ous pubescence; apical margins of all the segments narrowly yellowish, 
sometimes obsolete, the incisures between the segments rather deep and 
blackish, less distinct towards the tip, which is broad and robust; be¬ 
neath, the segments are yellowish, with large, lateral, blackish stains; 
ovipositor as long as the abdomen, stout, black, valves orange-yellow, 
their apical third black. Length 8J—10J lines; expanse of wings 
13—181 lines. 

Male .—Resembles the female, but is smaller, the face entirely, the 
pectus, the upper part of the pleura, two distinct central lines on the 
mesothorax, as well as its lateral margins, and the four anterior legs, 
including their coxae, are bright yellow; the apex of the first and second 
abdominal segments are more broadly yellow, and the lateral blackish 
stains on the venter are smaller; the abdomen is more slender and sub- 
elavate; the antennae are as long as the body, without any annulus, as 
in the female, and more or less blackish above towards the apex, and 
the wings are more varied with hyaline and subhyaline. Length 7$—8 
lines; expanse of wings 13—14 lines. 

IIab .—New York, (James Angus); Pennsylvania, (Geo. Newman); 
Delaware, (Dr. T. B. Wilson). Five specimens. (Coll. Eut. Soc. Phil). 

A large and fine species, easily recognized by its dark fuscous wings, 
more or less varied with subhyaline. 
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Labena apicalis. n. sp. 

Male .—Pale ferruginous, or honey-yellow, slightly pubescent; face 
finely rugose, yellow, as well as the space before the ocelli, the orbits 
and the clypeus; a band across the vertex, covering the ocelli, and tips 
of the mandibles, black; antennae as long as the body, porrect, honey- 
yellow, black at tips, paler beneath. Thorax shining, very finely and 
closely punctured; a line on each side of the collar, margins of the 
pectus, a spot on upper part of the pleura, and a line beneath the fore- 
wings, yellowish; mesothorax entirely dull ferruginous; scutellums 
yellowish-ferruginous; metathorax pubescent, dull ferruginous, shining 
the apex tinged with yellowish, the elevated lines sharply defined, form¬ 
ing a large, subquadrate, 6 -sided, central area; tegulm longitudinal, 
yellowish-ferruginous. Wings long, ample, hyaline, glossy, rather iri¬ 
descent, the apex of bcth anterior and posterior pair dark fuscous; ner- 
vures fuscous, stigma ferruginous; areolet large, rhomboidal. Legs 
honey-yellow, polished; the two anterior pairs, and the posterior tibiae 
and tarsi, tinged with yellowish ; tips of all the tarsi blackish. Abdo¬ 
men elougate, slender, gradually thickened towards the apex, which is 
slightly incurved ; the segments polished and convex, with the apical 
margin of the first four, more or less yellowish; beneath yellowish, with 
large lateral blackish stains. Length 62 lines; expanse of wings 92 
lines. 

Hub. —Delaware. Dr. Thomas B. Wilson. One specimen. (Coll. 
Eutom. Soe. Philad.) 

Closely allied to L. grallator , but is smaller, and at once distinguished 
by the hyaline wings, with only their apex fuscous. 


